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A PLAY IN TWO ACTS
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from the Novel by _Ken Jéu,,
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THE SCENE

A ward in a State mental hospital in the Pacifie
Northwest. The play iz in two acts with one inter-
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ONE EI'EEH Q\jER THE CUCKOO'S NEST

INT UCTITON BY MELANIE CARSTEN

Subjugated by their own creations, man
in the WW II era was beginning teo realize that
machines were not only replacing him, but
threatening his very existence. Such is the
underlying theme of Ken Kesey's novel One Flew
Over the Cuckoo's Nest.

The novel was written in the late ]950's
as a reaction to man's suffocation by the rigid
institutions of scciety. The mental hospital
represents all of the citadels of discipline set
up to regulate and manipulate mankind.

1t was not teoc long ago that America daunt-
lessly supported its hierarchy, extolling ad-
miration and praise for its policies. Many
issues of the '70"s, such as draft resistance,
student revolt and prison reform were just not
broached by the silent middle-class majority.
Frustrated by the ignorance to the injustices of
these omnipotent institutions, Kesey attempted
to expose the unwarranted atrocities that were
committed against human beings in an apparantly
civilized society. Practices such as assembly
line lobotomies and electroshock therapy were
not uncommorn .

Having spent time in such an institution
to research his book, Kesey witnessed nearly
normal persons destroyved. In One Flew Over the
Cuckoo's Nest, there are two very important
conflicts. The battle hetween McMurphy and
Nurse Ratched and the more philosophical struggle
between man and institutions. Using this premise
Kesey, with his compassionate style creates an
impact that distinguishes this as a truly im-
poxrtant play.
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Who’s Who in The Cast and Crew

JEFF EPSTEIN (DIRECTOR) received his MFA in the

NYU directing program and his BFA in the Boston

U School for tEe Arts. He recently directed the
Equity Showcase production of HEDDA GABLER in NYC
and last directed at Fordham for the Summer Theatre
production of THE GLASS MANAGERIE.

BRIAN SMITH (R.P.MCMURPHY) is making his last
appearance on the Fordham Stage. Over the past
few years, he has been seen as Sebastian in
TWELFTE NIGHT, Alan in THE BOYS IN THE BAND,
Angelo in the Lincoln Center production of MEASURE
FOR MEASURE, Petruchio in TAMING OF THE SEREW, and
John Proctor in THE CRUCIBLE. Good night!

MELANIE CARSTEN (NURSE RATCHED) made her debut at
Collins as Susanna Walcott in last spring's pro-
duction of THE CRUCIBLE. She was last seen as
Lady Alice More in 4 MAN FOR ALL SEASONS and was
assistant director for CABARET. She would like to
thank all of the 'nuts' in this production for
their kindness and support both onstage and off.

FRANK J. GADLER (CHIEF BROMDEN) is a sophomore
bio major who previously appeared in the Mimes
production of TAMING OF THE SHREW last year. His
high school and summer credits include BYE, BYE,
BIRDIE, ANNIE GET YOUR GUN, and KISS ME, KATE.

GARY M. BENSON (DALE HARDING) a sophomore English
major, this is his sixth appearance in a Fordham
production. He recently finished a film called
THE SACRIFICE, produced by the N.Y. State Society
for the Arts and will be directing and choreograph-
ing THE FANTASTICES in the fall,

TOD ENGLE (BILLY BIBEIT) last appeared as Ernst
Ludwig in C4ABARET. Tod has worked on all the Mimes

productions this year and is currently a member
of the Mimes Board of Directors.



