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Hypotheses mon finge — lsaac MNewton

In the course of the last four months it has been made

probable through the work of Joloit in France as well

as Fermi and 5zilard in America, that it may become possible

to set up a nuclear chain reaction in a large mass of Uranium . .
— Albert Einstein, Aug. 1939

Therefore the Lord said to Solomon — Since this has been
your mind and you have nat kept my covenant and my statutes
which | have commanded you, | will surely tear the Kingdom
from you and will give it to your slave. — | Kings 11:11

Produced by special arrangement with Samuel French, |nc.
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21 POINTS TC THE PHYSICISTS

. | don't start out with a thesis but with a story.

|f you start out with a story you must think it to its conclusion.

A story has been thought to its conclusion when it has taken its
worst possible turn,

The worst possible turn is not foreseeable. It occurs by accident.

The art of the playwright consists in employing, to the most
effective degree possible, accident within the action.

The carriers of a dramatic action are human beings,

Aceident in a dramatic action consists in when and where who
happens to meet whom,

The more human beings proceed by plan the more effectively
they may hit by accident.

Hurnan beings proceeding by plan wish to reach a specific goal.
They are most severely hit by accident when through it they
reach the opposite of their goal: the very thing they feared,
they sought to avoid (ie. Oedipus),

Such a story, though it is grotesgue, is not absurd.

. It is paradoxical,

. Playwrights, mo less than logicians, are unable to avoid the

paradoxical.

Physicists, mo less than logicians, are unable to avoid the
paradoxical.

A drama about physicists must be paradoxical
It cannot have as its goal the content of physics, but its effect.

The content of physics is the concern of physicists, its effect
the concern of all men.

What concerns everyone can only be resolved by everyone,

Each attempt of an individual to resolve for himself what is the
concern of everyone is deomed to fail,

Within the paradoxical appears reality,
He who confronts the paradoxical exposes himself to reality.

Drama can dupe the spectator into exposing himself to reality,
but cannot compel him to withstand it or even to master it



