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Greetings From %r. “Rector

More than ordinary compliments are due the

Members of the Mimes and

selection of this year's play.

Mummers for their

Shakespeare is in the

classical tradition, so cherished for more than a cen-

tury at Fordham.

This vear’s offering has unusal

merit because of its academic and histrionic L‘]lﬂllengf:,

My sincerest wishes for the success of Fordham's

production of “Othello”.

L. J. McGsiey, S, .

ﬂﬂouf Tf;a /mmﬂ T

By the

REY. JOHN W. BUSH, 5.J.,
MODERATOR

In the year 1955 the dramatic society of
Fordham College called The Mimes and
Mummers will be one hundred vears old.
The tradition of which they are a part goes
When the
Society of Jesus originally accepted the role

of Catholic

even farther back than that

educators in the seventeenth

century it adopted, along with  academic

disciplines, the medium of dramatic art for
the full development of the educated per-
sonality.  As the tradition grew, some of
the students in the Jesuit colleges found in
dramatics the start of a professional career
in the theatre, like the celebrated Moliere
Calderon.  Others (and

these are in the great majority) found in

and Racine and
dramatics a wonderful enrichment of their
characters and a workshop for the skills in
other professions and in other situations of
life.

proud to

Among these, for instance, we are
His Cardinal
Spellman, who in 1909 played Banquo in

name Eminence
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DAMIEL P, MALAMGA, Used Cor Manoger
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a Mimes and Mummers production of
“"Macheth.”

Fordham College of the present day is
humbly tryving to continue and add to this
tradition. This year The Mimes and Mum-
mers had forty applicants from the Fresh-
man class alone, and these eager young men
were immediately put to work producing a
one-act-play night on October 10, This
was done under the direction of the presi-
dent of the organization, Mr. Robert Can-
non of the class of '54. The complete
resources of the Mimes, of course, are being
put into the present production of Shake-
speare’s immortal tragedy, “Othello.” Our
next project will be participation in a One-
Act-Play Festival held annually among the
Jesuit Colleges of the eastern states, the
finals of which will be held at Fordham on
MMarch 6.

Your presence here tonight as our guests
shows that you too are interested in The
Mimes and Mummers. We are grateful to
you. We hope you enjoy vourselves and

that you will come again.

P



The

THEATRE

Through the years with Othello

The date of composition of “Othelle™ is
as vet undetermined and will 11ruf_1'.|!)]}' ot
main so. Originally the plav was believed
to have been written about the year 1611
More recent discoveries have led to the
general agreement of circa 1604, The frst
known performance was given in 1604 at
the palace of Whitehall, Lon-
don, for king James I and his
court. The actor who first por-
trayedOthello is believed to be
Richard Burbage. His perfor-
mance was excellent and mov-
ing according to  the Elegy
death,

written on  his

Another discovery which
places the date of composition
aboue 1604 is the fact that the
First Folio, published in 1623,
when compared with an orig-
inal play-house copy is much
milder in language. The orig-
inal copy contains many oaths which are
are omitted or toned down in the later Folio.
This leads to the conclusion that the date
of composition preceded the Act of Parlia
ment of 1606 which forbade the abuse of
the name of God in plays.

Shakespeare derived the material for his
play from “Il More di Venezia," a nowvel

in Geraldi Cinthio’s “Hecatommithi.,” This
Italian novel was barbarous and unimagina-
tve. William Winter described the con-
tribution of Shakespeare to the original as
imaginative and his book
“Shakespeare on the Stage.”

poetical, in

One of the most important additions
which the poet made to the original story
is the character of Roderigo.
Roderigo is used in “Othello” to
bring out the more deceitful
aspects of Iago's character, with-
out too much dependence on
the monologue. In this way he
developed the character of lago
and the same time retained the
dramatic triangle which is so
essential to good drama,

The two leading parts of
Othello and lago have always
been cherished by actors and
considered to  he
adeguate tests of the thespian's
ability. In the last century, while Edwin
Booth was appearing in England, the great
English Actor Henry Irving initiated a riv-
alty with Booth to determine who was the
better acter of the two.

more than

On May 2, 1881, “Othello” was offered
at the Lyceum Theatre in London, with
Booth acting Othello and Irving acting Tago,
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THE THEATRE (Cont'd.)

for the fir t time. On May 4 the two actors
cxchanged parts and compariosn of portray-
als was then possible. It was universally
agreed that Booth was the superior actor. At
the time, however, Irving was working in
another play and tending to the many prob-
lems of managing his theatre, while Beooth
Was |'L*5ting. At any rate, the pr{]ductinn Wil
a huge success. The theatre had already
collected some 520,000 before the play act-
ually opened.

The importance of the date of composi-
tion of “Othello” and its early performances
and performers wanes and diminishes when
one considers the work iself. The wvital and
travic human experiences contained in the
play are more overpowering than any mere
“Shake-

speare,” said William Winter, commenting

statement of Facts could ever he.

on Othello, “has expresed the sum of human

t_;l't'ﬂtl‘ll.':—.i and |1=.sm:m ]Tli."‘L‘]'j.'.'
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THE MIMES AND MUMMERS

presemi

OTHELLO

By WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE
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MIMES AND MUMMERS

President ..oeeo.. Robert Cannon
Acting Secretary ... John Valenti
TrEaSUTEr i Ken Costigan

Maoderator. Rev, John W. Bush, 5.1,

Assistant to the Moderator
Mr. Vaughn Deering

Board of Directors

Micholas Weiler 54
John P. Sshlusser ‘55
Richard Cannon ‘56

Shakespeare said, "“the play’s

the thing . . . ."
And the Great Bard was right.
But if here, he would advise . . . .

Enjoy the

"“CHRISTMAS IN
NEW YORK BALL"

ON NEXT SATURDAY HNIGHT
in person
NORMAN BROOKS
MOW STARRING AT THE COPA
Dance to the Music of

BOE BARROM
His Chimes and His Orchestra 1!

SATURDAY, DECEMEER 12
BID $3.50




COUSIN’'’S INC.
382 East Fordham Road

We have . ..
.. ..many dramatizations on long playing records
eoothe LARGEST RECORD HOUSE IN THE BRONX
.. COMPLETE RECORD LISTINGS
SOURCE OF HIGH FIDELITY MUSIC as heard on Fordham's Radic Staton WFUV-FM
CALL ... LUdlow 4-0980

LODOVICO .....csssniscinemsnmsnisimmnsamsnsse. JAMES OFBRIEN
SEMATOR . .. FRANCIS KOMAN
OFFICER ... PATRICK MORGAN
MESSENGER. ...t RAIBERT HAWES
OTHELLOD ......rccsreerrrrsseeensnee. . LAMNGDON TOLAND
DESDEMONA . ... BARBARA BRONS
CASSIOE .o EDINUIN D COFETER

MONTAND ... W ILLLAM CURRAN

SEdgwick 3-3558 H. Di Carlo, Jr., 40

VICTORY PRINT, Inc.
LETTER PRESS  PRINTERS OFFSET

567 Easf 184th Street (3rd Ave.) Bronx 58, M. Y.




|

FOroham <4-8633

After the Show
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For wyour travel arrangements and
Student Tours anywhere,

By Sea and Air . . COMSULT

YOUR
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Park House Restcurant

Incorporated

“The finest Restaurant in
Parkchester’”
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