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MIMES & MUMMERS SEVENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY
With the opening of Ihsen's “Peer Gynt”, the Mimes and

Mummers will celebrate its seventy-fifth season as a campus
dramatic organization. Originally called St. John's Dramatic
Society, the name was changed in 1921 to the Mimes and Mum-
mers. At that time the Rev. Robert 1, Gannon, then a young
teaching scholastic, was serving as moderator.

ﬁlthuug[l records are available s]mwing that pIa}rs had heen
presented by the student body as early as 1851, it was not until
1871 that a society was formally organized for the production of
"Hand:y And}*". a cumed}f, which, accorﬂing to the records, was
most enthusiastically received. From then until the tum of the
century it would seem that no holiday or feast day was allowed to
pass without a p]&jf of some type [)ting pre:;enl'ed.

After the turn of the century the society grew more modest in
its un{]erta]{inga. usuaHY limil'ing' itzelf to one major pmduclian
and several one-act plays each year.

In 1021 the Mimes celebrated their Golden Jubilee Season
with the presentation of Rostand's “Napoleon II". The French
Ambassador was Guest of Honor and numbered among the cast
was J. Brian McMahon, the present United States Senator from
Connecticut.

For “Who Ride On White Horses™ in 1940 the Mimes moved
to Bma:Iw&gr for a five da}r run. [he p]ay itself was anthorized
by Harry Schmibbe and Richard Breen, President and Vice-Presi-
dent respec’rive]y of the Society. Tth.r were assisted laz.r Emmet
Lavery, another Fordhamite, prominent p]aywright and at present
a successful Hollywood scriptwriter.

In the 1910 production of Macheth, the part of Banguo was
pIaYEl:[ by the then secretary of the society, Franciz J. Spellman.
Among other men active in the Mimes during their undergraduate
c]a:!.rs were Edward Gilleran, now secretary to Father Gannon,
Joseph Nunan, 1920 Business Manager and now Collector of
Internal Revenue, Dennis Roberts ‘13, Mayor of Providence,
Horace McNally now under contract to MGM and many others
too nomerous o mention.

For the 4647 season, “Wings Over Europe”, a drama, and
"Rﬂmhfﬁngs of 46", an original musical, have a|read_v been com-
pleted. "Peer Gynt” will he the Diamond Juhbilee presentation
followed by a Lenten Play. Then “Crouwn Colony™ and an original
musical comedy,



A NOTE ON THIS PRODUCTION

“Peer Gynt is the man who will not give. He will not
surrender any part of himsell to another. He will not work and
he will not woo, for fear that in so doing he might lose a little
sometl'ling of his precious Self. He [{eeps himself whole and
complete, remains his own Emperor, and, as he thinks, becomes
Emperor over those poor folk who are wiHing to meet one another
half way. He is Self incarnate, and therein lies his tragedy.
But he has a certain charm, too. For, in order to preserve him-
self, he must c]uclge a world which does not; he must wheedle
and cajo]e. he must lie and evade, he must compromise and he
must often lose jovs that come of human “togethemess.” He

must always “go round.” —Walter Kerr.
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SCENES
Part One
e . The Gynl Farm
. . . Hegstead Farm
% A]nng a8 Mountain Path
i High Place in the Mountains
On A Chif
, pr in the Hillside
. . . Hall of The Troll King
In The Meadow of Darkness
Peer's Hut
Anse’s Room
Port Two

Twenty years later in n hut in Morocco

EEII'[}' mum1ng at the foot of the Sphinx

B et A Madhouse near Cairo
Part Three

: Anction of the Hegstead Farm
Up A Tortuous Path

At A Crossroads
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